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~?AXHAN DISPUTES GATES ON S0VIFT JEr.•7S 

COngressman Henry A. ~axman (D-Los Angeles) dismissed recent claims 
I 

by Los ~ngeles Police Chief Darryl Gates that non-Jewish criminals are 

passing as soviet Jewish elt'.igrees as "false. irresponsi~le, and 

dangerous • :; 

Waxman expre~d astonishment at the fact that nei~er C~tes nor his 

investigators had checked their rUmors with ~~e F~I, Immigration and 

Naturalization Service, or the State ~epartment. These federal agencies 

are charged with screening Je~ish immigrants from the Soviet Union. 

Spokesmen for all the federal authorities have said that they ~·rere never 

contacted ~)y LAPD investigators. They also insist that the~ have no 

eviQence to s~)stantiate the charge that either Soviet agents or har~-

ened criminals have entered the United States posing as Soviet Je~ :ish 

refugees. 

r.·raxman said, 

"I do not think that C..llief Gates harbors any anti-Semi tic sentiments. 

He certainly \'lent out of his ''lay to inc1icate that the alles-ed crimina·ls 

are not Jewish themselves . P.e also mace it clear t~at he was referring 

to a small number of incU viduals . Nevert..l-teless, I feel the C':lie£ exer-

cised extremely poor jud~ent. 

"Soviet Jet.:Ts in Los Angeles are tryinq to learn a difficult ne''' 

language, ad just to a neH society, and ohtain jobs and housing during a 

period of s harp economic do"tornturn. The last thing in ~'le world they 

neec is the aGditional handicap of being suspectec of being criminals or 

s pys. I am certain that anti-Semitic groups will distort Chief Gates 

worc-:s to serve their purposes. In vie\Or of the recent sharp increase in 

anti--Semitic incidents, public officials must be rnore careful than ever 

in rnnJ: ing comments about the Je\'lish community." 


